Community Consultation Summary

Climate Adaptation

Elkford September 8th and 9th

Approach:

As the initial engagement event, the purpose was to simply put information about the OCP/CCA project out into the community. In addition, we wanted to engage citizens in a simple survey to begin collecting some information about priorities in the community, and about general acceptance and awareness of climate change issues. 

On Monday, September 8th, a booth was set up in the Elkford mall. A table displayed information about the OCP/CCA project, and included the Firestarters and initial written survey. Three easels were also set up, each with a different survey question. The approach for this survey was intended to be non-confrontational and participatory of nature. A ‘Dot Survey’ was chosen, which invites participants to simply place a ‘dot’ under the answer to a simple question that best suits their opinion. Three questions were asked: 

1. What issue do you think is a top priority for the District of Elkford? 

2. Do you think human activity is contributing to climate change? 

3. Are you concerned about the current, and/or future impacts of climate change on our communities? 

Survey Results:

Approximately 62 people participated in the survey over two days, with some people not answering all questions, and others answering all three. Participants were encouraged to place a dot on each survey question, but some declined or moved on because of disinterest in the other questions. 

Overwhelmingly, the top two priority issues for Elkford were Wildfire Management and Road Maintenance & Snow Removal. It should be noted that many misread the ‘Wildfire’ label to read ‘Wildlife’ – this was discussed and clarified with the participants. Many of the citizens we talked to were quite happy with the snow removal in Elkford, but were more concerned with the shape of the roads, and many concerned with the lack of ‘alternative routes’ out of the community (i.e. if the road were flooded, blocked by fire, etc., there is no other way to get out of the area). 

Response to the climate-change specific question (Do you think human activity if contributing to climate change) was answered dominantly “Yes, but not significantly.” Interestingly enough, 11 people answered “No, not at all”, many of them stating natural fluctuations of the earth’s climate as the main cause of climate change. 

Finally, it appeared through the survey that people are not overwhelmingly concerned about the impacts of climate change on their community. Almost equal votes were split between “Not concerned at all”, and “Yes, very concerned, and I have changed my lifestyle because of it.” There seems to be two distinct trains of thought with the respect to the issue of vulnerability of the community to the impacts of climate change. 

The following section provides further detail regarding the survey:


What issue do you think is a top priority for the District of Elkford?

· Flooding: 3
· Stormwater management: 0
· Water quality/availability: 9
· Wildfire management

· Road maintenance & snow removal: 22
Note: Many people on first glance thought that “wildfire” read “wildlife” – there is definitely concern about wildlife, many comments about the number of deer in town. 

Do you think human activity is contributing to climate change? 

· No, not at all: 11
· Possibly, but I need more information: 11
· Yes, but not significantly: 21
· Yes, and I am quite concerned: 12
Are you concerned about the current and/or future impacts of climate change on our communities?

· No, not at all: 12
· Not concerned for my future, but for the future of younger generations: 9
· Yes, I am somewhat concerned but need to know more: 14
· Yes, I am very concerned and am noticing changes: 6
· Yes, I am very concerned and have changed my lifestyle because of it: 13
Other issues that have been brought up:

· Water Quality:

· People are quite concerned with the current quality of the water (i.e. tastes of metal, etc.). It was acknowledged by many that with decreased surface water quantity, the quality could be compromised. 

· Cause of Climate Change:

· MANY were convinced that this was a natural fluctuation in the earths ‘climate cycle’ – this was fine, and we discussed some of the consequences of the change, no matter what the cause. Bottom line is that people recognize that the climate is changing, but do not feel it is significant. 

Contacts made: 

Jim Zimmerman - email: jimzim@hot-shot.com

Jim is president of Rod and Gun club.  Regarding a wild meat BBQ Oct 29th he suggests the District puts on the BBQ and all admin, RSVP goes through them.  RSVP is recommended as the meat will go bad if not eaten.  The location should be the Union Hall.  To avoid insurance and legal issues, have a BISON ROAST and buy Bison in the local super market rather than hunted personal meat.  The Rod and Gun club can do the actual BBQ'ing out the door.  Remember to sell tix in advance.  Regarding content and learning, it would be interesting to learn about 'resiliency' rather than strictly climate change.  Presentation on this may be worthwhile.  On Climate change they are interested in the debate around cooling (we both agreed best to stay away from this topic and focus on proactive planning for change).

Environmental officer from mine:

Suggests contacting Elk Valley Coal corporation in Calgary.  Ron Jones is the manager.  He can give corporate direction for getting involved. 

Generally, the mine has facilities that might be of use - huge conference rooms, training centers, etc. Each of the 5 mines is diverse. EVCC collects a lot of data that might also be useful for us (i.e. Wind).

John, High school teacher:

John suggests approaching senior science or social studies.  Explain what we want to do and if we can integrate into subject areas of class.

- Head of social studies is: Keith Regular

- Principal: Lilio Lolonello

